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	Tléikhw khuk’éet’      Picking berries
GRADE: 3-5




Tlingit Cultural Significance:

With the coming of spring and the growth of plants, the Tlingit craved fresh food after a steady diet of dried fish and oil, and whole families of women and girls went out in parties to gather the tender shoots of the salmon berry and the stalks of the wild celery, which they brought back in great packs.
Alaska is the land of berries [Tléikw]. These form a most necessary and acceptable article of diet, eaten fresh, or cured and pressed into cakes, or preserved now days by canning process. 

Berry fields like salmon streams were hereditary property in families [lineages, or clans]. The gathering and preparing of berries was woman’s work. In berrying, she carried a small spruce root basket, [seigatáanaa]
Berries were eaten fresh as gathered, with oil or cooked and most varieties were prepared for winter use. Today some uses are making jams and jellies of the different varieties. A favorite in the salmon fishing communities is salmon egg berry pudding [kaneegwál’].

Also today, a lot of berry preserves are distributed at potlatches. [ku.éex’]
Elder/Culture Bearer Role:

  An elder can talk about the different times of berry picking and how the berry areas are treated and to be careful of other creatures feeding on the berries in the forest. Like making noise, singing songs when picking berries in the thicket of brush.

What they may be picking certain berry for and are they going to use the berry preserves at potlatches, etc.

Tlingit Vocabulary of entire Unit:
	Noun
	

	Shaahx
	Gray currant


	Shákw
	Strawberry

	Was’x’aan Tléighu
	Salmon berry

	Tléikhw
	Berries

	Kanat’á
	Blueberry

	Kaxwéixh
	High bush cranberry


	Verbs and Verb Forms:


	khuxhwak'éet'
	I am picking

	kheek'éet'
	You are picking

	khuk'éet'
	S/he is picking

	khuxhwaak'ít'
	I picked 

	kheeyak'ít'
	You picked

	khoowak'ít'
	S/he picked


Lesson Titles:


Lesson # 1 khuxhak'éet':Picking


Lesson # 2: khuxhwaak'ít I picked

Lesson # 3: 
khuk'éet' S/he is picking

Lesson # 4: kheeyak'ít' You picked


Lesson # 5
khoowak'ít' S/he picked
Berries:
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Tléikhw
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Salmonberry
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Was’x’aan tléigu

Blueberry
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Kanat’á

High bush cranberry
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Kaxwéix
Gray currant berries
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Shaahx
Strawberry
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Shákw

LESSON 1: Tléikhw khuxhak'éet':I am Picking berries
Activity # 1

Tape or hang pictures of 5 different berries on the board.  As you hang them, say each one in Tlingit.  After they are all hung up, point to each one while saying the word in Tlingit.  Point to the picture, say the word in Tlingit.  

Activity # 2

Introduce the phrase “Tléikhw Khuxhak’éet’”, “Picking berries”. 

 Model saying this phrase while also pretending to pick berries

Pick all the different types of berries.

Introduce the different berry types and pick that berry.

Saying the name of the berry.

“Shákw Khuxhak’éet 

Go through all the different types of berries naming them.
Activity # 3
Intoduce the word,”Daa sá”. What.
Combine words,:”Daa sá Khuxhak’éet’?  “What am I picking?
One word answer from students 

Show picking different types of berries.

LESSON 2 : 
Tléikhw kheek'éet' you are picking berries
Activity # 1
Teach the phrase “Tléikhw Kheek’éet’?”, “You are picking berries”.  
Say it several times before you ask the students to repeat it. 
 When it sounds like a few students have the phrase under control have the whole class ask you “Daa sá kheek’éet’?” and respond appropriately.  

 Example:     Student: Daa sá kheek’éet’?

                    Teacher: Tléikhw khuhxak’éet.

Alternate/Pick a berry and answer appropriately with a berry name:

LESSON 3:  
Tléikhw khuk'éet' H/she is picking berries
Activity # 1
Teach the phrase “Tléikhw Khuk’éet’?”, “H/she is picking berries.”.  

Have student model picking all the berries.

Activity # 2
Introduce: ”Daa sá a” Khuk’éet’?”,What is H/she picking?
Answer with appropriate berry name:

 Shákw a Khuk’éet’. H/she is picking a strawberry.
Activity have student model pick another berry and ask question:

 ”Daa sá a Khuk’éet’?”, “What is h/she picking?
Kanat’á a Khuk’éet’. H/she is picking a blue berry.

LESSON 4:  
Tléikhw kuxhwaak'ít' I picked berries

Activity # 1
Teach the phrase “khuxhwaak'ít' I picked berries

Show the different types of berries.
LESSON 5: 
  Tléikhw kheeyak'ít'  you picked berries
Have different student model with all the berries
Say the Phrase Tléikhw kheeyak'ít
Another phrase to introduce:
Tléikhw a khoowak'ít'  H/she picked berries
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