Food Sovereignty – Native Alaskan Subsistence
Grade 8 --- Language Arts, Springboard Unit 2, Replacement Lessons
Introduction
These lessons will replace 14 pages (151-165; Activity 2.12) in the Level 3 Springboard book. This SB
unit focuses on persuasive writing, with an embedded assessment that consists of writing a persuasive
essay. The replacement unit will include lessons addressing the issue of subsistence rights in Alaska.
The purpose of this collection of lessons will be to introduce middle school students to the important issue
of Food Sovereignty and Native Alaskan subsistence in the state at the same time that we are studying
persuasive techniques and improving persuasive writing skills. Students hear the term “subsistence rights”
on the radio and in Alaskan news, but many do not understand what this means. It is a complex issue that
is paramount to understanding Native Alaskan history and current issues of concern within the state and
our community.

Unit Overview
This unit consists of several lessons that will replace Springboard lessons in the Level 3 book (Unit 2)
with choices that are more culturally relevant and locally stimulating than the typical “school dress code”
types of choices offered to students in persuasive techniques units. The readings will allow students to
understand the issue of subsistence rights for Native Alaskans and examine the issue from the perspective
of Alaska Natives, Alaska lawmakers, and from a historical perspective. The unit includes one non-fiction
informative article from the New York Times, and four editorials written by Alaskans.
These lessons are constructed to give students an introduction to this complex and intricate issue, with a
long history behind it. Developmentally, at the middle school level, the students should be culturally
aware enough to define the terms, understand the basic concerns of Alaska Natives, grasp the
counterarguments that have been presented in favor of limiting subsistence rights, and read about the
historic Katie John case. It is also timely, in that Governor Parnell recently reopened the Katie John
decision in fall of 2013, and this is a current event that should be clear to our students.
As a result of this unit students will understand:
 Meaning of necessary vocabulary terms such as sovereignty, subsistence, oversight, appeal, rural
vs. urban, rural preference, etc.
 The effectiveness of the persuasive techniques used in the readings, such as red herring, emotional
appeal, cause and effect, testimonial, etc.
 Basic history of Native Alaskan subsistence rights in Alaska
 Specifics of the Katie John lawsuit, which follows a well-known case of subsistence rights in
Alaska
 Basic tenants of the laws associated with subsistence rights
As a result of this unit students will be able to:
 Explain the current issues surrounding Native Alaskan subsistence rights
 Understand the differing points of view in terms of supporting Native subsistence rights or
limiting subsistence rights in Alaska

Literacy Emphasis
Students will read non-fiction writing and analyze for persuasive techniques. Students will also read and
research non-fiction informational texts to gain understanding of the history of subsistence rights in
Alaska.
Tlingit Educational Significance
Subsistence rights are vitally important to Alaska Natives, and it is an issue that should be understood by
all Alaskans. Students will learn the laws associated with subsistence rights, looking at ANSCA,
ANILCA as well as state and federal laws.
Tlingit Elder or Culture Bearer Role
A culture bearer could speak with first-hand knowledge about fish camps, historical fishing sites in our
local area, and the ways that the Tlingit population harvests and shares its food.
It would especially be important for a culture bearer to address the ways that Tlingits combine traditional
ways of harvesting food with modern additions as well. Students could learn from a culture bearer about
the issues concerning subsistence rights in the Juneau area.
A culture bearer who was knowledgeable in regard to subsistence issues and laws would also be someone
who would be beneficial for students.
Culminating Project or Event
The culminating assessment for this unit is to write a persuasive essay. Students may choose to write
about a subsistence issue if they wish, but there will be no culminating event.
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Lesson Description
1. Introduction
(approx 90+ min)

of

topic

and

marking

nonfiction

text

Discuss the concept of Food Sovereignty and Subsistence rights in
Alaska.
Prepare the article from NY Times by numbering paragraphs and
predicting the article’s information based on the title.
Read the article and mark the text. There will be questions that arise as
you read…be prepared to stop and answer questions about historical
precedent and other relevant information.

4 Read Both Sides of the Issue –
Mark the text on these two pieces of writing from the Anchorage
Daily News.
(60 minutes)
Editorial One – Governor Knowles Fumbles Katie John Case–
Students will read the editiorial, making notes of the persuasive technique
used by Loren Leman

Read
“Alaskans
Torn Over
Rights to
Live Off
Land” NY
Times –
mark the
text

Summarize
information

-Appeal
-Amend
-Priority

Editorial Two – Subsistence Battle Reopened – Anchorage Daily
News
Students will read the editorial, making notes of the persuasive technique
used by the ADN editorial staff
5. Discuss and Outline
A. Discuss issue as a class, and determine the best persuasive
techniques to convince others to a) take action and/or b) agree with
your beliefs
B. Complete an OUTLINE as though you were going to write your
opinion into an essay

Suggested Pacing
This chart can be used for estimating time need to teach each lesson.

Lessons
1 Intro and Read NY Times Article
2. Historical Timeline and Cornell Note Lecture
2 RAFT – discuss strategy, complete top half of
page 150 in SB book, complete RAFT activity
centered on fish camp
4 Two editorials/mark and discuss
5 Discussion and OUTLINE of persuasive essay
Total Class Sessions

55 Minute Class
Sessions
2
1
1 ½ -2

1 - 1½
1½-2
7-9

Standards Addressed in this Unit

Reading Standards for Informational Text Grades 6 - 12
Grade 8
 Determine a central idea and subtopics of a text and analyze their development over the course of the
text, including their relationship to supporting ideas; restate and summarize the central idea or events, in
correct sequence when necessary, after reading a text.
 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific words choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.
 Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular
sentences in developing and refining a key concept.
 Determine an author’s purpose and point of view in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges
and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and
identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Writing Standards for Grades 6 - 12
Grade 8
 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. (a-e)
 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and
audience have been addressed.
 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection and research (a, b)

Speaking and Listening Standards for Grades 6 - 12
Grade 8
 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups and teacher-led) with
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own
clearly. (a-d)
 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant
evidence, sound valid reasoning and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume,
and clear pronunciation.
Teacher Preparation for Unit
You will need access to
- A photocopier
- Copies of articles, worksheets, etc. (included)
- Document reader
- Access to projector to show YouTube videos

LESSON PLANS
Lesson 1
Introduction of topic and marking nonfiction text
(approx 90+ min)
1.

Discuss the concept of Food Sovereignty and Subsistence
rights in Alaska.
Prepare the article from NY Times by numbering paragraphs
and predicting the article’s information based on the title.

NEED

VOCAB

-Copies of the NY
Times Article
“Alaska Torn
Over Rights to
Live Off The
Land”
-Highlighters
-Doc Reader to
assist students

-Subsistence
-Food
Sovereignty
-Rural
-Urban
-Amend

Read the article and mark the text. There will be questions that
arise as you read…be prepared to stop and answer questions
about historical precedent and other relevant information.
Essential Question of
Unit:

Primary Lesson Question:

How does the state’s
stance on subsistence
rights affect the
people of Alaska?

How do different people in Alaska feel about subsistence
rights?

Lesson Topic:
Strategies:

Introduce the concept of subsistence rights and how this
issue affects Alaska and Alaskans
- pre-lesson journal, discussion, close reading, marking text,

Springboard Extension:

Grade

Unit

Lesson #

8th

Unit 2

Lesson 2.12

Objectives:
Assessment:
- understand what the terms subsistence and
- Teacher will collect the marked text to assess
food sovereignty mean
each student’s marks. Student marks should
- mark the text in the New York Times article
show a deliberate attempt to understand the
to assist in understanding the information
information and synthesize the issue.
- discuss how you think this issue affects
Alaska and Alaskans
Duration: Approx 90 min.
Materials: Journal, highlighters
English Academic Vocabulary: -Subsistence, Food Sovereignty, Rural, Urban, Amend

Steps
Introduction:
Journal – Upon entering the class, have the students journal in a 3-minute timed session to answer
this question: If the fish in a certain area are running lower than is healthy for the ecosystem, then
fisheries biologists usually recommend cutting back on harvesting fish for a set amount of time. If this
became necessary, who do you think should be the people who get the rights to the fish first: Commercial
fisherman, Alaska Native subsistence fishermen, Tourist sport fishermen, Alaskan sports fishermen?
Defend your answer with explanations of why you prioritized them as you did.
After students are done, we’d discuss their choices and why they made them. Then I would segue
into the academic terms, “Food Sovereignty” and “Subsistence”. You may want to review the NAFSA
article about Food Sovereignty to familiarize yourself with the mission of NAFSA.
Learning Activities
1. Students will learn new vocabulary surrounding subsistence rights
2. Students will predict the purpose and information of the New York Times article
based on the title, “Alaska Torn Over Rights to Live Off The Land”
3. Next, students will number the paragraphs and then read the article closely,
marking the text for important information and relevant details.
4. As students are reading, either aloud or silently, write on the board to ensure they
understand the people and the issues in the article.
Closure and Assessment
Collect and assess the papers to look at markings and make sure they are marking text in ways to
remember ideas and information.
Closure: give an oral “quiz” or use white boards to ask comprehension questions to assure basic
knowledge of the situation.

LESSON PLANS
Lesson 2
1. Historical Timeline and Cornell Note Lecture on Katie John Case
(approx 55 min.)
Prepare a lecture to allow 8th graders to grasp the timeline of the issue of
subsistence rights in Alaska.
You may write the questions/notes on the Cornell paper and display under the
document reader, or allow students to take notes themselves based on their
comfort level with note-taking.

NEED

VOCAB

- Cornell Note
Paper form

- lawsuit
- “Act” (gov’t)
- ANILCA
- compliance
- appeal
- navigable

- Doc. Reader or
white board

Essential Question:

Primary Lesson Question:

How does the state’s
stance on subsistence
rights affect the
people of Alaska?

Strategies:

Who has challenged the State of Alaska on the issue of
subsistence?
How has the issue of food sovereignty and subsistence
changed over time?
This lesson will cover the Katie John case and how it has
become important in regard to subsistence in Alaska
This lesson will cover the history of the subsistence issue in
Alaska
- lecture, discussion, notetaking,

Springboard Extension:

Grade

Unit

Lesson #

8th

Unit 2

Lesson 2.12

Lesson Topic:

Objectives:
- understand how subsistence and food
sovereignty issues have affected our state and its
Constitution, politics and court systems
- take notes to solidify knowledge of Alaskan
history in regard to subsistence and food
sovereignty
Duration: Approx 55 min.
Materials: Journal, highlighters

Assessment:
- Teacher will assess the Cornell Note-taking
papers of students at the end of class.

Steps
Introduction:
Begin by asking students what they already know in terms of important Alaska dates, i.e. when did
Alaska become a state, which number is it in the US, how many governors have we had, etc.
Learning Activities






Students will prepare their notes for Cornell Note-taking
Display the timeline under the document reader. Discuss the timeline as needed, and decide which
are relevant in order to achieve a fundamental understanding of the situation/issue.
Students will take Cornell-style notes during the lecture on the History of Subsistence Issues in
AK
Stop as needed to define words that may hinder understanding of the issues
Review students’ notes as you walk through the room

Closure and Assessment






At the end of the lesson, pass back the NYTimes articles (marked)
Have students discuss and compare their notes and make changes/additions as needed.
In table groups, discuss what they have learned so far: What is new? What is surprising? What is
their feeling so far in regard to the issue?
Answer questions; let students know that the next day we will be doing some writing from
multiple perspectives.
Create a short (approx. 5-question) quiz to give students as a formative assessment to make sure
they are understanding the basic issue of subsistence rights. A sample question might be, “Why is
it legal for the federal government to take over control of the waters?” or “What would the state of
AK have to do in order to take control of the navigable waters again?”

LESSON PLANS
Lesson 3
1. RAFT – Springboard technique
(approx 55 min.)
RAFT stands for Role, Audience, Format and Topic.
Students will view the videos on YouTube and “put themselves in another person’s
shoes”

NEED

VOCAB

- YouTube
videos,
- RAFT
worksheet

-Role
-Audience
-Format
-Topic
- Perspective
- Priority

- Have students complete the top half page 150 in SB book; this exercise will help
them understand two different perspectives of the same topic. Discuss what the
desires and motivations are for each group (i.e. A teen not wanting curfew is
motivated by fun, peers, etc. A parent who wants a curfew is motivated by safety,
good choices, etc.)
Watch a couple of short videos about fish camp/Alaska or view series of photos of fish
camp
Suggestions:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cow6KdzK9qk -(50 sec. – fish wheel)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUv5XDOyuJU --(45sec - fish camp)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgEn39j__WA - (3 min – fish camp)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qo30sgNQI1c -- ( 2 ½ min - seal)
After fish camp, view a video of “combat fishing” on the Kenai today to give other
perspective. Here are two suggestions:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qr36DT8IvU -- (2 ½ min)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rj8DloHmLDI -- (2 ½ min)

Essential Question:

Primary Lesson Question:

How does the state’s
stance on subsistence
rights affect the
people of Alaska?

How do different people have conflicting thoughts about
subsistence rights?

Lesson Topic:

Strategies:

Examine how perspective and role affect how a person views
a topic
View examples (video) of fish camps and set netting on the
Kenai and attempt to visualize and understand the subsistence
fishery issue in Alaska
- RAFT, discussion in table groups and as a class

Springboard Extension:

Grade

Unit

Lesson #

8th

Unit 2

Lesson 2.12

Objectives:
Assessment:
- use the RAFT technique to practice looking
- RAFT papers will be turned in at the end
at several sides of an issue and to solidify
of the lesson
understanding of “role” and “audience”
- use video to help students feel a connection to
the issue of subsistence.
Duration: Approx 55 min.
Materials: RAFT papers, videos, SB book
Steps
Introduction:
Students will complete the top of page 150 in their Springboard books.

Learning Activities
 Students will learn about the RAFT technique for delving more deeply into a text or idea
 Students will complete the RAFT paper looking at subsistence, and fishing through a few different
lenses. On the first side, the format is the same – a letter to the governor. However the role will be
different to allow students to again practice their ability to see two sides of an issue and persuade
the governor to believe their view.
 View the YouTube videos on fish camps as well as the set-net on the Kenai River
 Offer an exemplar opening sentence to the governor and example of a short descriptive piece
when students are writing from the perspective of the salmon. They will enjoy that part.
 The writing will take a while.
 Teacher should read exceptional samples aloud to the class as they are writing in order to promote
quality work.
Closure and Assessment


Next, students will discuss their papers in table groups and/or as a class.
o Who feels passionately about this issue?
o Why is it such a touchy subject?
o What different attitudes do people have regarding nature and resources?

LESSON PLANS
Lesson 4
4 Read Both Sides of the Issue –
Mark the text on these two pieces of writing from the Anchorage Daily
News.
(60 minutes)

- Copies of the
two editorials
- Highlighter
pens to mark text

Editorial One – Governor Knowles Fumbles Katie John Case–
Students will read the editiorial, making notes of the persuasive technique used
by Loren Leman

-Ethos, Pathos,
Logos (persuasive
categories)
-“Call to action”
- encroachment
(Leman letter)
- euphemism
(ADN letter)

Editorial Two – Subsistence Battle Reopened – Anchorage Daily News
Students will read the editorial, making notes of the persuasive technique used by
the ADN editorial staff

Essential Question:

How does the state’s
stance on subsistence
rights affect the
people of Alaska?
Lesson Topic:

Primary Lesson Question:

How do other people

Strategies:

How has the issue of food sovereignty and subsistence
changed over time?
Who is Katie John and how has she become important in
regard to subsistence in Alaska?
- marking text, close reading, discussion

Springboard Extension:

Grade

Unit

Lesson #

8th

Unit 2

Lesson 2.12

Objectives:
- read non-fiction articles and identify methods
of persuasion used
- mark the text of articles and discuss the
similarities and differences offered in the
arguments
- discuss two sides of an issue using text
evidence to support opinions and facts
Duration: Approx 55 min.
Materials: Articles, highlighters

Assessment:
- No assessment other than checking
marked text

Steps

Introduction:




Pass out the two articles and discuss
Review the terms Ethos Pathos Logos and Call to Action
Remind students to mark the text by numbering paragraphs which makes it easier to reference the
text when discussing the articles with peers or the class as a whole.

Learning Activities











Students will begin by marking the text while reading the Loren Leman letter entitled “Knowles
Fumbles Katie John Case”.
Discuss Ethos, Pathos, Logos as used in the article. Bring attention to ¶2 when he appeals to
emotion by showing respect for John. Then in ¶3 he moves away from John and turns his
argument into one about state’s rights. This is a way to appeal to Ethos – trust – as he describes
what is best for the state.
Topic sentence ¶4 says “not good for Alaska” and he continues his appeal to the pride in state over
the emotional appeal of doing what is right for Katie John.
His call to action is “everyone give up a little…”
Next, The “Subsistence Battle Reopened” article has a clear thesis in ¶2: “…governor might be
better off to think about moral…” This is an appeal to Ethos and Pathos. Who can we trust?
Look at the word assault in ¶4: discuss connotation.
Look at the word euphemism in ¶10: discuss how this is also a racial issue
The “BOTTOM LINE” is another way to say “CALL TO ACTION”
Finally, discuss the merits of each article/argument and how the techniques used are effective (or
not)

Closure and Assessment


As closure, read aloud the “Katie John Staked a Just Claim” article – this is like a memorial to
John when she passed away last May, and is a respectful article crediting her with her involvement
in the subsistence issue.



No assessment – will occur in Lesson Five

LESSON PLANS
Lesson 5
NEED

5. Discuss and Outline
A. Discuss the subsistence issue as a class.
B. Narrow it down to whether or not the student believes that
the Constitution should be altered to allow for subsistence
priority or not.
C. As a class, determine the best persuasive techniques to
convince others to a) take action and/or b) agree with your
beliefs
D. Complete an OUTLINE as though you were going to write
your opinion on subsistence into an essay

VOCAB

- Outline paper
- Copies of all
articles we’ve
covered in class,
as well as the
Cornell Notes

Essential Question:

Primary Lesson Question:

How does the state’s
stance on subsistence
rights affect the
people of Alaska?

How would you convince others to believe the same as
you about subsistence rights?

Lesson Topic:

Strategies:

This lesson will prepare the students for their embedded
assessment: write a persuasive essay.
Students will choose a side for the argument and
complete an outline.
- outlining, brainstorming, organizing thoughts

Springboard Extension:

Grade

Unit

Lesson #

8th

Unit 2

Lesson 2.12

Objectives:
Assessment:
- Practice writing a thesis statement in
- Teacher will assess the Cornell Note-taking
anticipation of the Embedded Asssessment for papers of students at the end of class.
Unit 2
- Understand how to organize a persuasive
essay
Duration: Approx 55 min.
Materials: Outline paper, all materials from previous lessons

Steps
Introduction:


Have students gather all materials from this unit: articles, Cornell notes, RAFT paper, and any
other information they have.

Learning Activities









First, review the embedded assessment for this unit and discuss the purpose of a persuasive essay
Review the writing process and discuss the importance of brainstorming and planning
Have students fill out the “Stance Sheet”
Writing Prompt:
o Where do you stand on the issue of subsistence priority in Alaska? State your opinion in a
thesis statement and use persuasive techniques to convince your readers to believe as you
do.
Prepare an outline in preparation of an essay. (Let them know that they will not be writing the
actual essay; but planning is extremely important.
Complete the outline sheet
Share with your writing buddy/peer. Once the peer has evaluated your outline and given you
suggestions for improvement and clarification, make edits.

Closure and Assessment


Final assessment: turn in outline, stapled to all notes and marked texts. This will go in the
students’ writing portfolios to assist when they begin the embedded assessment at the end of Unit
Two in Springboard. Students have a choice for their persuasive essay, and may choose
subisistence rights as their topic.

